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Education 

 
The University of Patras offers an exciting and dynamic learning and research environment that 

provides its students with high level programs of studies. 

The University consists of five Schools, one more is under establishment, with twenty-

fourDepartments. 

Each Department corresponds to a University discipline area and is the basic academic unit whose 

study program leads to a specific degree. Departments covering relative discipline areas constitute a 

School, which has mainly coordinating authority. The Departments are divided into Divisions 

corresponding to smaller and distinct parts of the major scientific discipline of the Department. 

Within each Division there are specific Laboratories and Clinics, which operate under specific 

internal rules and procedures. 

The University of Patras provides its students with a vast variety of courses through the twenty-

four(24) Undergraduate Programs of Studies that lead in a Bachelor degree with 4 years of studies (6 

years for the Faculty of Medicine) or in a Diploma degree with 5 years of studies. 

Furthermore the University of Patras offers thirty-four(34) Programs of Postgraduate Studies. Nine 

(9) of these programs are interdepartmental and two (2) of them are inter-university operating in 

collaboration with other well-known universities in Greece and abroad. The postgraduate programs 

of the University of Patras lead to M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees. 

A great support in the educational and research work of the University of Patras is provided by 

the Central Library and Information Service (LIS), as well as by several other departmental libraries. 

Additionally, the University of Patras operates the following educational centers: 

• Foreign Language Teaching Unit 

• Intercultural Education Centre 



• Center of Vocational Training 

Finally it is worth-mentioned that the University of Patras has effectively supported its instructive 

operations by the widespread use of Information and Communication Technologies. Modern 

educational approaches by means of multimedia systems, educational software and e-learning 

platforms are used along with conventional instruction methods. Furthermore, the University of 

Patras is connected to the Internet via a high-speed gigabit network and provides its academic 

community with a considerable of electronic services that diminish any time or geographic constrain 

in education and learning. 

 

International Relations 

Effective interaction with its European and international environment has been a major aim of the 

University since its early days. The Senate has approved a European Statement Policy since 1996. 

This aim is achieved through the cooperation of the academic staff members with Universities and 

Research Institutions worldwide through research, cooperation and bilateral agreements, as well as 

participation in International Educational Organizations, Networks and University Associations. 

The University encourages multicultural academic cooperation and participates in European 

educational programmes, such as the LLP/Erasmus Programme for Studies, with links with over 200 

European Universities, and the LLP/Erasmus Programmes for Placements (internship) in European 

companies, industry, and organizations. It also participates in the TEMPUS, Jean Monnet Chairs, 

ERASMUS MUNDUS Programmes. 

 

Campus Life 

 
In the area of culture, the University is a key player and has always considered cultural development 

as part of its mission. 

Apart from providing a stable scientific backing and expertise in many aspects of our civilisation 

engaging in scholarly research such as study of the history, tradition and cultural heritage, the 

University has undertaken many initiatives in cultural development and provides the forum for a 

constant stream of talks, quality lectures and speeches. Approximately every week there is a lecture 

by some faculty member on a topic of his/her expertise presented properly for a general audience. 

The University, especially in recent years, has made significant efforts to come closer to the citizens 

of the region in every aspect and has held special Conferences on the Cultural Heritage of the city of 

Patras, the Ionian Islands etc. 



The University, in co-operation with the Municipality of Ancient Olympia established the 

Intercultural and Interscientific Center of Olympia and within its framework summer schools, year-

round seminars, the World Congress on Ancient Greece and the Modern World, as well as quality 

cultural activities are organised. 

Another significant aspect of University cultural policy amounts to the recent development of 

extramural activities with appropriate instruction and training, through a special programme open 

to any interested citizen. Thus, there have been courses in sculpture, photography, painting, dance, 

scuba diving, sailing, furniture renovation, cooking, wine tasting, aircraft modeling, astronomy etc. 

Other multiple events also take place, including lectures, seminars and workshops on topics of 

general interest and every aspect of art. 

The University Choir and the University Orchestra perform and participate in national and 

international events and competitions. 

There are also many special clubs for different leisure interests and hobbies including theatre, 

photography, dance and music. 

The Patras University Press publishes scholarly oriented books. 

The University, in order to properly develop its cultural programme and its long-term interactions 

with the wider community, established the Committee for Cultural Development. It has provided 

quality cultural events and in its effort it has had some continual support from the Topali 

Foundation which has as its objective the enhancement of cultural life for students of the University. 

The University of Patras strives to maintain and enhance its significant economic and cultural 

contributions to the City and the Region by playing a co-ordinating role in several developmental 

and social activities. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PATRAS, Greece 
 
Patras 

Patras. Not just the capital of the Carnival. 
Vales, mountains and oceans shine with Thee 

Like unto a great temple of white and porphyry. 

To which all peoples hasten to this temple 

to worship Thee, Oh ancient immortal Spirit. 

Kostis Palamas 
Welcome to Patras, a bustling student city, a place where entertainment, history and culture mingle 

together to create a destination filled with wonderful 
discoveries. 
Start your exploration around the city from Aghiou 

Nikolaou(Ayiou Nikoláou), the most famous pedestrian 
street. There, 192 steps await to lead you to the Old City. 
A romantic stroll around its cobbled streets will reveal 
grand colourful neoclassic mansions, reminders of the 
city’s glorious past. Visit the city’sMedieval Castle, built in 
the second half of the 6th century A.D. on the ruins of the 
ancient Acropolis. Its walls enclose an area of about 22 
sq.m.; it consists of a triangular external compound 
enhanced with towers and ramparts. Walk past the 
remaining buildings, and take in breathtaking views of the 
city. 
West of the Acropolis, in the “Áno Póli” (upper city), you 
will findPatras Roman Odeum, which was actually built 
earlier than the Athens Odeum (Herodion 160 AD). The 
geographer Pausanias, who visited Patras in 170 AD, 
wrote: “It has the most beautiful decoration I have ever 

seen, excluding of course that of Athens". The surrounding space is turned into an archaeological 
area where mosaics, sarcophagi and other ancient findings are displayed. The romantic souls should 
seek for the city’s landmark, the Lighthouse, in order to enjoy a breathtaking panorama of the port. 
A visit to Spinney, the pine-tree-covered hill, the so-called “Veránda” of Patras will certainly uplift 
your senses. Its specially formed paths and the shade offered by the tall trees make it an ideal place 
for you to enjoy leisurely walks, or even go jogging. There you can also find a Municipal tourist kiosk 
from where you can admire a breathtaking view of the city, the port and the Patras Gulf. 
In the centre of the city, two historical monuments will certainly draw your attention: Saint Andrew 

Church,one of the biggest churches in the Balkans, and “APOLLON" Municipal Theatre, one of the 
first opera houses in Europe. It was designed in 1972 by the German architect Ernest Ziller. Since 
1988 it permanently houses the Patras Municipal Regional Theatre. 
Several spots around Patras honour the famous Greek poet Kostis Palamas. His house is the most 
interesting one. It is the house where Palamas was born. When he moved to Athens it became the 
place where Serao family (from Italy) lived and where the Italian writer Matilde Serao was born. 
Today it houses theKostis Palamas Institution. The most famous statue of him stands at Ypsilá Alónia 
Square. 
Patras is one of the Greek cities that never sleeps. Follow its rhythm. Spend your morning walking 
around thecity’s squares: Georgiou, Olgas or “Ypsilá Alónia” (: meaning high raisin plateau), and 
admire the city’s beautifully restored neoclassical buildings. Visit the city’s museums: the New 

Archaeological museum, the Folk Art Museum, or the Museum of History and Ethnology. Discover 



Patras shopping area, and shop your heart out! When you feel tired, enjoy a fine meal, and relax at a 
lounge café. Then, when night sets in, observe how the streets of the city are transformed into 
venues of fun. Patras nightlife awakens. 
Before you leave, pay a visit to the Achaia Claus winery, which is located on a green hill 8 km south-
east to the centre of the city. You will definitely be amased by the stone buildings, the huge oak 
barrels, containing century-old mavrodafni, the traditional wine cellar and the unique scenery with 
the magnificent view. 
Don’t miss a visit to the “Wall of Dymaeans”, the unique fortified Mycenaean acropolis in Western 
Greece. Discover a lesser-known, yet major archaeological site, just 35 km southwest of Patras. Feel 
free to wander through the ancient fort, built according to myth by Heracles, and admire its imposing 
towers and monumental gates! 
 

   


